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Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR § 1.56, Applicant desires to bring to the 
attention of the Examiner known references believed to be material to the patentability of this 
application. This disclosure is made in accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and § 609 of 
the Manual of Patent Examining Procedures, within three months of the electronic filing of the 
above-identified application. 

The patents and nonpatent references are listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08A 
Copies of the cited references are enclosed. In keeping with the spirit of the Paperwork Reduction 
Act, Applicant has provided a legible copy of each reference as required by 35 CFR 1.98(a)(2) in 
the form of digital images encoded on two Compact Disc-Recordable (CD-R) discs. This form of 
"legible copy" is enumerated in 35 CFR 1.52(a)(l)(v) as one type of copy used by the Patent 
Office. The two CD-Rs are identical, and are labeled in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52. 

The CD-ROM was created on an IBM-PC compatible computer using the Windows 98SE 
operating system, and contains the following files: 

File Name File Size fbvtes) Date. 

4064112.tif 712,632 04-04-01 10:39a 

4092458.tif 468,168 04-04-01 10:44a 

4230819.tif 119,620 09-06-01 3:52p 

4609721.tif 1,260,420 04-12-01 2:23p 

4764323.tif 326,136 06-06-01 10:21p 

5286187.tif 1,302,348 04-12-01 l:59p 

5286435.tif 597,408 03-13-01 10:52a 
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In the above-given list, a numerical file name reflects the issue number of the respective 
patent reference. The file named Kadykowski_Article.tif is a copy of the single nonpatent 
reference listed on attached form PTO/SB/08A. The file is saved as a 256 level black and white 
TIFF file without compression, because Applicant was uncertain which form of compression 
should be used for gray scale images. A paper copy of the nonpatent reference is included as a 
backup. 

Applicant expressly reserves the right to question the relevancy and materiality of these 
references, in whole or in part, or in combination, subsequent to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeffrey T. Hubbard 
Reg. No. 38,923 

The Law Offices of H. Dennis Kelly 
2401 Turtle Creek Blvd. 
Dallas, Texas 75219-4760 
214/528-1881 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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Washington D.C. 20231 
on February 13, 2002 



on February 13, 2002 f\ 

ri&Jfi>J 



Jeffrey T. Hubbard 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Please type a plus sign (-1-) inside this box 



PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 '\ 
J.S. Patent and Trademark Office U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE \ 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO ^v?ftiADF^ 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


■<y \ 

y Complete if Known 


Application Number 




Filing Date 




First Named Inventor 


Kurt H. Ruppman. Sr. 


Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




^ Sheet 1 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


P-A912 j 



U.S. PATErfT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 

fcl . Kind Code 2 
Number , . 

[it known) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 

IVUVI U Lp/ fill 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Whom Rstavant 

Passages or Relevant 






4064112 




Rothe et al 


12-20-1977 








4092458 




Hoffman 


05-30-1978 








4230819 




Hai ipnctpin pt al 
riduci loicii 1 ci al. 


I \J c.O~ i you 








4609721 




T\ll ol Id lUaUl 1 1 CI al. 


09-02-1986 








4764323 




Al Ghatta 


08-16-1988 








5286187 




Niimi et al. 


02-15-1994 








5286435 




Slutsker et al. 


02-15-1994 








5340884 




Mills et al. 


08-23-1994 








5531060 




Fayet et al. 


07-02-1996 








5648032 




Nelson et al. 


07-15-1997 








5656719 




Stibal et al. 


08-12-1997 








5980797 




Shelby et al. 


11-09-1999 








6099778 




Nelson et al. 


08-08-2000 








6113997 




Massey et al. 


09-05-2000 












































































I 











FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 


T s 


Office 


Kind Code 5 

3 Number 4 (ifknown) 























































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial *rf reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST .3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 
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